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YOUR   GOOD    NAME 

By  PRESIDENT  GEORGE  ALBERT  SMITH 


A  NUMBER  of  years  ago  1  was  seriously 
ill.  Jn  fact,  I  think  everyone  gave 
me  up  but  my  wife.  With  my  family  I 
went  to  St.  George's,  Utah,  to  see  if  it 
would  improve  my  health.  We  went  as 
far  as  we  could  by  train,  and  then  con- 
tinued the  journey  in  a  wagon,  in  the 
bottom  of  which  a  bed  had  been  made  for 
me.  In  St.  George  we  arranged  for  a 
•tent  for  my  health  and  comfort,  with  a 
built-in  floor  raised  about  a  foot  above  the 
ground,  and  we  could  roll  up  the  south  side 
of  the  tent  to  make  the  sunshine  and  fresh 
air  available.  I  became  so  weak  as  to  be 
scarcely  able  to  move.  It  was  a  slow  and 
exhausting  effort  for  me  even  to  turn  over 
in  bed. 

One  day,  under  these  conditions,  I  lost 
consciousness  of  my  surroundings  and 
thought  I  had  passed  to  the  Other  Side.  I 
found  myself  standing  with  my  back  to  a 
large  and  beautiful  lake,  facing  a  great 
forest  of  trees.  There  was  no  one  in  sight, 
and  there  was  no  boat  upon  the  lake  or 
any  other  visible  means  to  indicate  how  I 
might  have  arrived  there.  I  realized,  or 
seemed  to  realize,  that  I  had  finished  my 
work  in  mortality  and  had  gone  home.  1 
began  to  look  around,  to  see  if  I  could  not 
find  someone.  There  was  no  evidence  of 
anyone's  living  there,  just  those  great, 
beautiful  trees  in  front  of  me  and  the  won- 
derful lake  behind  me. 

T  began  to  explore,  and  soon  I  found  a 
trail   through  the  woods   which   seemed  to 


have  been  used  very  little,  and  which  was 
almost  obscured  by  grass.  I  followed  this 
trail,  and  after  I  had  walked  for  some  time 
and  had  travelled  a  considerable  distance 
through  the  forest,  I  saw  a  man  coming  to- 
wards me.  I  became  aware  that  he  was 
a  very  large  man,  and  I  hurried  my  steps 
to  reach  him,  because  I  recognized  him  as 
my  grandfather.  In  mortality  he  weighed 
over  three  hundred  pounds,  so  you  may 
know  he  was  a  large  man.  I  remember 
how  happy  I  was  to  see  him  coming.  I 
had  been  given  his  name  and  had  always 
been  proud  of  it. 

When  Grandfather  came  within  a  few 
feet  of  me.  he  stopped.  His  stopping  was 
an  invitation  for  me  to  stop.  Then — and 
this  I  would  like  the  boys  and  girls  and 
young  people  never  to  forget — he  looked  at 
me   very   earnestly  and  said : 

"  I  would  like  to  know  what  you  have 
done  with  my  name." 

Everything  I  had  ever  done  passed  before 
me  as  though  it  were  a  flying  picture  on  a 
screen — everything  I  had  done.  Quickly 
this  vivid  retrospect  came  down  to  the 
very  time  1  was  standing  there.  My  whole 
life'  had  passed  before  me.  I  smiled  and 
looked  at  my  grandfather  and  said  : 

'•  I  have  never  done  anything  with  your 
name  of  which  you  need  be  ashamed." 

He  stepped  forward  and  took  me  in  his 
amis,  and  as  he  did  so.  I  became  conscious 
again  of  my  earthly  surroundings.  My 
(Continued  on  page  52.) 
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When  Will  Britain  Have  Her 
First  Temple? 

By  VIVIAN  MEIK 

(Prominent  London  Journalist  and  Diplomatic  Correspondent  to  "  The  People 


This  is  the  third  article  contributed  to  the 
Church  Neivs  Section  by  this  noted  British 
writer,  whose  article,  two  weeks  ago 
asked  the  question,  "  Is  Mormonism  the 
Remedy?  " 

THIS  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  articles 
I  have  ever  faced.  I  have  spent  weeks 
of  personal  enquiry  on  it.  I  have  made 
more  than  two  hundred  long  distance  calls 
across  the  length  and  breadth  of  Britain 
and  through  every  grade  of  British  society. 
I  have  checked  and  double-checked  my 
facts. 

But  I  am  still  doubtful  about  your  re- 
action. 

I  am  going  to  suggest  that  the  time  has 
come  when  several  adjustments  in  your 
missionary  approach  to  this  country  might 
be  profitably  considered. 

Some  of  you  may  reject  my  suggestion 
out  of  hand  as  an  impertinent  criticism. 
To  those  I  would  say  in  all  sincerity,  that 
there  is  no  impertinence  in  my  heart. 
On    the    contrary,     I    am    writing    this 
because    I    have    learned   to    esteem   those 
of    you    whom    I    have    met    here    doing 
their  great  work  so  selflessly.    For  them  and 
for  those  who  follow  them,   and  for  those 
who  send  them,    this  is  the  offering  of  a 
friend.       I  offer  my  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence of  my  own  people  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  help  make  their  future  work  a  little 
less  onerous,  perhops,  a  little  more  fruitful. 
I   believe   sincerely  that  never  has  so 
great  or  promising  a  field  of  endeavour 
been  offered  to  you  as  in  Britain  to-day. 
I    believe    that    you    could-    revive    my 
spiritually  starved  country  in  one  genera- 
tion. 
IF.  .  .  . 

IF  you  could  find  the  only  way  into  its 
heart — a  way  jealously  guarded  by  the 
twin  dragons  of  age-old  insular  prejudice 
and  aspen-leaf  conservatism. 
I  believe  I  can  help  you  past  these 
dragons. 


Because  I  have  been  so  impressed  by  the 
efficiency  with  which  you  have  organized 
your  relief  work  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
I  began  to  wonder  why  your  Church  had 
not  met  with  an  equally  great  success  in 
your  missionary  work  here.  You  have  done 
well,  but  as  I  see  it  you  deserve  to  do  many 
hundred  times  better.  You  have  the  right 
personnel,  unfalterig  zeal  and  the  spiritual 
message  for  which  the  world  is  hungering 
without  knowing  the  urgency  of  its 
need.  .  .  . 

So  after  I  came  to  know  men  like  your 
Presidents  Ezra  Taft  Benson,  Alma  Sonne, 
Hugh  B.  Brown  and  Selvoy  Boyer,  I  deter- 
mined to  find  out  for  myself. 

As  a  first  step  I  decided  to  approach  fifty 
typical  Britishers — all  utter  strangers — from 
every  walk  of  life  and,  using  my  official 
credentials  to  give  them  confidence,  ask 
them  two  questions  without  preliminary 
notice : 

'  What  do  you  think  about  Mormonism? 
What  do  Christmas  and  Easter  mean  to 
you?  " 

Because  I  could  hardly  credit  their  re- 
plies, I  actually  asked  three  hundred 
people. 

These  ranged  from  Dukes  to  dustmen, 
countesses  to  charwomen.  They  included 
accountants,  bankers,  clerks,  commission 
agents,  shop  girls,  telegraphists,  lawyers, 
bus  conductors,  school  teachers,  truck 
drivers,  housewives,  fishermen,  soldiers, 
sailors  and  airmen,  nurses,  policemen, 
members  of  Parliament  (Senators  to  you), 
miners,  farmers,  rich  playboys,  business 
executives,  ex-convicts  and  street  walkers. 

Among  them  were  people  from  every  part 
of  England,  Scotland  and  Wales— from  the 
cold,  dour  north  of  the  crofters  near  John 
o'Groats,  from  the  gloomy,  grim,  industrial 
England  of  Durham  and  Yorkshire,  from 
Lancashire  and  Wales  across  the  country  to 
the  hunting  shires,  from  the  fat  acres  of 
the  rich  south  and  the  glorious  red  earth  of 
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Devon  and  Cornwall  to  Land's  end. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-four  of  these 
people  countered  -with  their  own  query  : 
Aren't  Mormons  the   people   who  have 
lots  of  wives?  "       Six  "  didn't  know." 
Seventeen   of  the   former  mixed   you    up 
with  Moslems  and  harems. 
To  my  second  question,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-six  said  Christmas  and  Easter  meant 
only  good  time  holidays  with  pay.     Eighty- 
one  said  they  were  Church  festivals  used  as 
an     excuse     to    break     away     from     work. 
Thirteen    (and   none    was   from   the    upper 
brackets)  gave  the  correct  answer. 

I  can  guess  what  these  figures  tell  you. 
I,  too,  feel  ashamed,  humbled — heart- 
broken. 

It  is  idle  to  pretend  that  our  spiritual 
near-bankruptcy  is  not  our  own  fault. 
Britain's,  I  mean,  of  course.  Some  may 
plead  long  years  of  extenuating  circum- 
stances— the  war,  the  struggle  for  bare  sur- 
vival against  overwhelming  odds,  our 
tightened  belts,  our  disillusion,  our  suffer- 
ings in  the  aftermath  of  broken  pledges  of 
our  leaders  in  Church  and  State,  our  de- 
pressing, future — altogether  almost  a  gospel 
of  despair  for  45,000,000  people. 

But  to  my  mind  that  is  not  sufficient 
excuse.  The  tragedy  is  that  these  are  the 
same  millions  who  somehow  raised  enough 
faith  and  courage  in  1940  to  stand  alone  and 
undismayed  against  the  evil  that  straddled 
Europe  like  a  colossus  as  it  thrust  forward 
to  enslave  the  world. 

After  the  shock  of  my  questionnaire,  1 
imposed  a  task  on  myself.  I  want  to  do 
my  little  bit  in  helping  to  build  a  new- 
bridge  across  which  you  can  reach  us 
.spiritually  in  the  same  way  as  your 
brilliantly  efficient  relief  missions  are 
reaching  out  and  saving  your  hungry 
friends  in  Europe. 

That  bridge  is  a  new  understanding . 
May  I  begin  then,  by  suggesting  that  the 
methods  you  are  using  to-day  in  your  mis- 
sionary work,  while  of  proved  success  in 
U.S.A.  and  elsewhere,  mean  much  less 
than  they  should  to  the  British  mentality. 
Except  in  isolated  instances  they  simply  do 
not  register.  It  is  not  your  fault — far  from 
it.  One  explanation  is  in  the  revelation 
of  the  hide-bound  prejudice  created  by  the 
outworn  slander  about  polygamy  which  my 
question  on  Mormonism  uncovered  as  a  still 


living,  active  thing.  I  have  ample  support- 
ing evidence  to  show  that  it  will  not  be 
allowed  to  die — unless  you  kill  it,  again  and 
again.  ... 

My  first  suggestion,  therefore,  is  that 
somehow  you  adjust  your  missionary  train- 
ing to  make  the  clearance  of  this  slander 
your  first  aim.  I  will  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that,  in  my  opinion,  unless  and  until  that 
prejudice  is  wiped  out  of  the  British  mass 
mind  once  and  for  all,  95  per  cent  of  your 
great  and  selfless  work  will  remain  barren. 
But  once  that  is  cleared  away,  you  will  go 
right  ahead  to  a  success  beyond  your  own 
dreams. 

You  have  undoubted  genuis  in  your 
ranks — and  I,,  for  one,  will  never  believe 
that  it  cannot  devise  a  solution. 

My  next  suggestion  towards  a  better 
understanding  of  our  character  is  thai 
there  should  be  far  greater  participation 
by  your  young  missionaries  in  our  social 
life.  Britain     doesn't      know      nearly 

enough  about  your  personalities. 
The  other  night  I  dined  with  your  Presi- 
dent Sonne  and  President  Boyer.  I  have 
never  spent  a  more  delightful  evening,  or 
felt  more  sincerely  welcome  and  at  home. 
Yet  almost  all  those  non-Mormons  here 
whom  I  have  met  who  know  a  little  about 
you,  envisage  your  missionaries  as  one-idea, 
stodgy,  humourless  people  who  want  to  rani 
God  down  our  throats,  hymn  books  and  all. 
After,  dinner  I  met  some  of  your  young 
missionaries.  T  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing they  are  as  fine  examples  as  I  have  seen 
anywhere  of  clean  living,  vigorous  intelli- 
gence. They  are  obviously  able  to  hold 
their  own  anywhere  in  sport  or  social  inter- 
course, and  thousands  like  me  would  give 
them  a  welcome  in  our  homes  and  clubs,  if 
only  we  knew  how  to  get  them  there  ! 

Yes,   J   would  definitely  like  to  see  these 
fine  young  people  living,  not  in  our  mission 
headquarters  but  in   English  homes,   meet- 
ing us  at  our  best  and  at  our  worst,  in  good 
times  and   hard — the  real  us.        Automati- 
cally then  your  unchallengeable  faith  would 
receive,     its     greatest     propagation     in     the 
routine  behaviour  of  their  day-to-day  lives. 
From  what  I  saw  of  them,  those  young 
men    and    women    I    met    at    the    Bayers' 
could     "  behave  "     their     way    into    any 
British    understanding    and,    much    more 
important,   into  our  hearts. 
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If  they  could  live  thus  as  a  matter  of 
course,  I  forecast  that  soon  there  would- 
be  no  question  of  any  hard  preaching, 
but  almost  one  of  defence  against  a  con- 
tinual barrage  of  eager,  thrusting  ques- 
tions from  my  people  for  knowledge  and 
yet  more  knowledge. 

This  brings  me  to  the  written  word.  I 
think  that  I  know  enough  about  it — in 
Britain,  anyway — to  suspect  that  much  of 
your  effort  is  being  wasted,  measured  in 
the  terms  of  results,  either  by  disposal  of 
your  Books  of  Mormon  or  the  distribution 
of  haphazard  pamplets,  selected  without  a 
studied  plan  of  continuity.  As  it  is  done, 
at  present,  that  evangel,  too,  does  not 
register  on  the  British  mind. 

The  explanation  is  that  for  many  years — 
the  last  seven  specially — we  have  been 
gradually  reduced  to  a  form  of  tabloid  liv- 
ing. Our  newspapers  have  been  reduced 
to  mere  four  and  six  page  rags  built  up  of 
terse  paragraphs ;  our  once  square  meals  are 
now  only  small  rations  of  calories  and  vita- 
mins. Our  coal,  once  by  the  ton  is  now 
delivered  (perhaps)  by  the  rationed  sack. 
Everything  in  our  lives  to-day  is  on  this 
miniature  scale — a  contracted,  intensified 
tabloid — and  this  has  also  happened  to  the 
spiritual  side  of  England.  So  instead  of 
your  present  technique,  I  should  like  to  see 
your  greatest  authorities  at  home  extract 
all  that  is  finest  and  most  beautiful  and 
vital  in  your  Mormon  books  and  put  it  into 
'simple  English  in  separate  yet  closely 
linked  publications,  bigger  than  pamphlets, 
smaller  than  standard  books. 

If  these  were  distributed — through  your 
missionaries  living  in  and  knowing  our 
English  homes — your  teaching  would  soon 
cover  Britain.  What  is  more — it  would 
keep  Britain  permanently  covered. 

But  just  as  I  have  stressed  the  primary 
need  for  destroying  once  and  for  all  that 
"  polygamy  complex,"  let  me  again  stress 
the  need  for  greatest  simplicity  in  your 
literature  of  to-morrow. 

This  is  not  only  because  we  know  so 
little  of  you  to-day,  but  because  I  am 
thinking  as  far  ahead  as  the  day  after  to- 
morrow, for  by  then  our  newest  tragedy 
will  have  reached  its  peak — the  tragedy 
of  the  near-illiteracy  of  our  growing  folk. 
For  six  years,  cowering  under  the  hail  of 
Hitler's    bombs    and    dislocated    even    in 


evacuation  areas,  education  almost  came 
to  a  standstill.  The  result  is  that  a  new 
generation  is  arising  which  can  do  little 
more  than  barely  read  or  write.  All  the 
"  cultural  "  background  they  have  is  the 
fantastic  chimera  of  the  modern  motion  pic- 
ture with  its  distortion  of  gangsterism  and 
divorce  .   .  . 

To  this  generation  God  and  His  word  will 
have  to  be  explained  almost  in  words  of 
one  syllable.  It  is  a  terrible  prospect — 
but  it  is  also  an  inescapable  fact.  Let 
me  give  you  just  one  example  of  how  close 
this  problem  is  getting.  Even  in  the 
British  army,  second  only  to  your  own  in 
personal  standards,  nearly  20  per  cent  of 
the  latest  draft  are  below  the  minimum 
literacy  requirements. 

You  will  appreciate,  I  know,  how  vital 
this  matter  of  the  simple  word  has  become. 

There  are  other  things  I  should  like 
much  to  discuss  with  you  but  unfortunately 
I  have  not  the  space.  But  I  shall  feel 
proud  and  privileged  if  any  of  my  sugges- 
tions find  a  little  niche  in  your  long  term 
policy  for  Britain. 

You  for  your  faith,  I  in  my  search  for 
the  spiritual  ease  both  my  loved  people  and 
I  need  so  much,  literally  must  find  a  ren- 
dezvous where  we  can  reach  into  each 
other's  hearts  and  minds.  There  is  only 
one  possible  rendezvous  and  one  road  to 
that  final  meeting  place — over  the  bridge  of 
Understanding  to  the  forecourt  of  a  Temple 
in  Britain. 

I  pray  that  I  will  see  the  laying  of  the 
first  stone.   .   .   . 

— From  Deseret  News,  Church  Section. 

Your  Good  Name From  page  49. 

pillow  was  as  wet  as  though  water  had  been 
poured  on  it — wet  with  tears  of  gratitude 
that  I  could  answer  unashamed.  ■ 

I  have  thought  of  this  many  times,  and 
I  want  to  tell  you  that  I  have  been  trying, 
more  than  ever  since  that  time,  to  take 
care  of  that  name.  So  I  want  to  say  to 
the  boys  and  girls,  to  the  young  men  and 
women,  to  the  youth  of  the  Church  and  of 
all  the  world  :  Honour  your  fathers  and  your 
mothers.  Honour  the  names  that  you  bear, 
because  some  day  you  will  have  the  privi- 
lege and  the  obligation  of  reporting  to  them 
(and  to  your  Father  in  heaven)  what  you 
have  done  with  their  name. 

— From  The  Improvement  Era. 
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Gospel  Teaching  in  Home  a 
Priesthood  Responsibility 


Prepared  under  the  direction  of  the 

Council  of 

SPEAKING    of    our    obligation    to    the 
children  which  bless  our  homes  a  wise 
king,  in  counselling  his  people  said : 

"  And  ye  ivill  not  suffer  your  children 
that  they  go  hungry,  or  naked;  neither 
ivill  ye  suffer  that  they  transgress  the 
laivs  of  God,  and  fight  and  quarrel  one 
with  another,  and  serve  the  devil,  who  is 
the  master  of  sin.  ... 

"  But  ye  will  teach  them  to  walk  in 
the  ways  of  truth  and  soberness;  ye  will 
teach  them  to  love  one  another;  and  to 
serve  one  another."  Mosiah  4:14-15. 
The  Lord,  by  revelation  through  the 
Prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  gave  this  command- 
ment concerning  our  children : 

And  again,  inasmuch  as  parents  have 
children  in  Zion,  or  in  any  of  her  stakes 
which  are  organized,  that  teach  them  not 
to  understand  the  doctrine  of  repentance, 
faith  in  Christ  the  So?i  of  the  living  God, 
and  of  baptism  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands, 
when  eight  years  old,  the  sin  be  upon  the 
heads  of  the  parents. 

"  And  their  children  shall  be  baptized 
for  the  remission  of  their  sins  when  eight 
years  old,  and  receive  the  laying  on  of  the 
hands. 

"  And  they  shall  also  teach  their  child- 
ren to  pray,  and  to  walk  uprightly  before 
the  Lord."    D.  and  C.  68:25,  27,  28. 
Children  should  be  taught  respect  of  the 
Lord's   Day,    that  they  will  keep   it  holy, 
and  reverence  for, the  Lord's  house,       They 
should  be  taught  to  honour  their  fathers  and 
mothers,   and  to  respect  and  render  obedi- 
ence to  those  in  authority.         Opportunity 
should  be  afforded  them  to  learn  the  order 
and  functions  of  the  Holy  Priesthood.    They 
should  be  taught  a  love  for  truth,   and  to 
hate  a  lie.  They  should  be  taught  the 

difference  between  "  mine  and  thine,"  and 
to  not  covet.  They  should  be  taught  to 
prefer  death  to  the  loss  of  virtue,  to  honour 
womanhood,  to  love  life,  and  to  "  let  live." 
They  should  be  taught  thrift  and  industry, 
yet  to  be  free  with  their  substance,  and 
helpful  to  all  the  needy.      They  should  be 


General  Priesthood  Committee  of  the 
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taught  the  value  of  health  and  precious 
time.  They  should  be  taught  to  travel 
with  a  clean  crowd,  and  avoid  even  the 
appearance  of  evil.  They  should  be 
taught  to  remember  the  Lord  with  their 
tithes  and  their  offerings,  and  full  con- 
fidence in  the  Word  of  God  "  whether  by 
His  own  mouth,  or  by  the  mouth  of  His 
servants."  They  should  be  taught  rever- 
ence for  the  name  of  God,  that  they  take  it 
"  not  in  vain." 

Parents  should  not  only  sense  the  import- 
ance of  teaching  these  things  to  their 
children,  but  should  remember  that  it  is 
the  solemn  duty  of  parents  to  set  the 
example  in  all  things  pertaining  to  righte- 
ousness. The  admonition  of  parents  will 
mean  little  to  their  children  unless  the 
children  see  these  principles  of  righteous- 
ness, operative  in  the  lives  of  mother  and 
father. 

The  well-ordered  Latter-day  Saint  home 
>  will  provide  for  a  rounded  out  Church 
activity  programme  for  all  members  of 
the  family.  Father  will  not  become  so 
involved  in  what  he  considers  his  duties 
that  it  deprives  mother  and  children  of 
their  rightful  opportunities  to  serve  in 
their  respective  capacities,  and  on  the 
Lord's  Day  the  path  of  the  entire  family 
ivill  lead  to  the  place  of  worship.  It  will 
become  an  accepted  thing  ivith  the  faintly 
that  duty  is  sacred  and  must  be  per- 
formed faithfully,  and  other  family  plans 
are  made  to  permit  of  calls  to  service. 
If  the  "  kingdom  of  God  is  first  sought  " 
the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  will  not  be 
found  crowded  out — giving  way  to  un- 
important things. 

The  well  regulated  family  will  find  time 
to  both  study,  worship,  and  play  together. 
The  cultivation  of  appreciation  for  worth- 
while things  is  fostered  in  the  home — a  love 
for  good  music,  art,'  drama,  books,  etc. 
Good  sportsmanship,  teamwork,  fair-play, 
learning  to  give  and  take,  win  and  lose 
graciously,  are  instilled  in  the  heart  of  each 
child  through  appropriate  recreational  ac- 
( Continued  on  page  57.) 
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A  cablegram  from  the  First  Presidency 
advised  us  of  the  sailing  of  three  mission- 
aries from  New  Orleans,  April  19th.  These 
missionaries  should  arrive  in  Cape  Town 
about  May  10th.  The  Elders  are  LeGrande 
Barrett,  Harvey  Evans  and  Duane 
Williams.  They  are  sailing  on  the  s.s. 

Orpheus.  Four  more  missionaries  have 
been  called.  They  are  Milton  V.  Backman, 
a  nephew  of  President  LeGrande  Backman, 
Sister  Catherine  Cutler  Poulter,  wife  of 
Elder  Poulter,  Grant  Chandler  and  Ealph 
B.  Herzog.  We  pray  that  all  our  mission- 
aries will  arrive  here  safely  soon. 

By  recent  cable  President  and  Sister 
Sharp  learned  of  the  arrival  of  a  new  grand- 
son, Grant  Sharp,  son  of  Milton  and 
Virginia  Sharp.  Thursday,  May  10th,  Sis- 
ter Anna  Greenberg,  of  Ladybrand,  O.F.S., 
passed  away  after  a  lingering  illness.  Sister 
Greenberg  has  long  been  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Church.  She  joined  the  Church  in 
1908,  and  since  that  time  has  been  a  most 
valiant  member  of  the  Church. 

POET  ELIZABETH  BEANCH. 

Eobert  K.  F.  Doller,  President, 

18,  Caithness  Eoad,  Walmer,  Port 

Elizabeth. 

Elders:  Kenneth  L.  Kuttler  and  Donald  M. 

Crane,  40,  Mackay  Street. 

Last  month  a  very  excellent  social  was 
held  with  42  in  attendance.  Sister  Queenie 
Everton  spent  a  holiday  in  Grahamstown 
recently.  Sister  Mavis  Scheckle  went  camp- 
ing eight  days  during  the  Easter  holidays. 
Brother  and  Sister  Otto  Doller  spent  their 
Easter  holiday  in  Port  Elizabeth.  During 
President  and  Sister  Sharp  and  their  son 
Alan's  visit  two  very  interesting  Branch 
Meetings  were  held  and  visits  made  to  the 
homes  of  many  of  the  Saints. 

EAST  LONDON  BEANCH. 

B.  A.  T.  Jubber,  President, 

5,  Nahoon  View  Eoad. 

Brother  and  Sister  Alec  Wilson  and 
family,  of  Springs,  spent  part  of  their  holi- 
day in  East  London  with  Brother  and 
Sister  T.   E,   E.   Jubber.  Brother  and 

Sister  T.  E.  E.  Jubber  have  since  moved  to 
Springs.  Two  fine  meetings  were  held 
with  the  Mission  Authorities.       During  the 


Mission  tour  President  and  Sister  Sharp 
and  Alan  called  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Shelver  in  Molteno,  and  while  there 
Archie  Shelver  and  Joyce  Coetzee  were 
baptized  and  confirmed  members  of  the 
Church,  and  the  young  daughter  of  Charles 
James  Shelver,  Maria  Catherina  Alice 
Shelver  was  blessed.  Visits  were  also  made 
to  the  home  of  Sister  Bezuidenhout  in 
Burgersdorp  and  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Schutte  and  Brother  and  Sister  P.  W. 
Botha  at  their  "  Goedehoop  "  farm  near 
Zastron.  At  Elliott  they  called  on  Alex 
Greenberg  and  family  for  a  short  visit. 
DUEBAN  BEANCH. 
Louis  C.   Duncan,   President, 

187,  Montpelier  Eoad,  Durban,  Natal. 

Elders  Allen  C.  Eozsa,  Alvin  0.  Price, 
260,   Innes  Eoad,  Durban,  Natal. 

During  the  month  we  were  happy  to  wel- 
come Bro.  and  Sister  B.  Hubert  and  family 
to  Durban  where  they  spent  a  short  holiday. 

Bro.  Harry  Spear  has  gone  to  Johannes- 
burg for  medical  treatment  for  his  arm.  We 
pray  that  his  recovery  will  now  be  assured. 

On  the  15th  of  March  the  Durban  Branch 
sponsored  a  very  enjoyable  social  to  wel- 
come President  and  Sister  Sharp  and  their 
son  Alan.  A  good  time  was  had  by  all. 
District  Conference  was  held  on  Sunday, 
the  16th  of  March.  Both  meetings  were 
very  well  attended.  Principal  speakers  at 
the  conference  were  President  and  Sister 
Sharp. 

Bro.  '  and    Sister    C.    P.    van    Eck    and 
family  have  left  Durban  to  take   up   per- 
manent residence  in  Potchefstroom.       We 
wish  them  every  success  in  their  new  home. 
TEANSVAAL  DISTEICT. 
Norman  G.  Muir,  President, 
119,  Bez  Valley,  Johannesburg. 

Sunday,  April  13th.  Transvaal  District 
Conference  was  held  with  a  large  attend- 
ance at  all  meetings.  An  outstanding 
feature  of  the  conference  was  the  evening 
service  where  the  drama  and  tableau,  the 
Eestoration  of  the  Gospel,  was  featured. 
During  the  meetings  Johannes  Paulus 
Brummer  was  ordained  a  teacher  by  his 
father,  Andries  C.  Brummer.  The  infant 
daughters   of   Jack   and   Jov    Smith    Berry 
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were  blessed  and  given  the  names  of 
Harmony  Georgie  and  Joyette  Signe.  The 
young  son  of  Edward  and  Mercia  Tewson 
was  blessed  and  given  the  name  of  Errol 
Sinclair.  At  the  conference  the  Ramah 
Branch  Presidency  was  reorganized.  The 
reorganization  was  made  necessary  by  the 
return  to  Zion  in  the  near  future  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Evan  P.  Wright.  The  new 
P'residency  is  Ariel  T.  Smith,  President; 
Bernie  Hubert  and  Fred  Ninow,  Jr.,  Coun- 
sellors; and  John  Troskie,  Branch  Clerk. 
In  the  North-west  Branch  cottage  meetings 
were  held  in  the  homes  of  Lewis  Joubert,  of 
Edenvale,  and  Peter  Potgieter,  of  Ferndale, 
and  a  Sunday  Morning  service  was  held  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  McKnight. 
Meetings  were  also  held  in  Pretoria  and 
Krugersdorp. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH. 

I.  C.  Louw,  President, 

P.O.  Box  6,  Daggafontein,   Springs. 

The  much  looked  for  visit  of  President 
and  Sister  Sharp  and  their  son,  Elder  Alan 
Sharp,  was  really  appreciated,  by  all  the 
members  of  our  Branch.  They  delivered 
some  very  fine  messages  to  us. 

Bro.  and  Sister  A.  T.  J.  Wilson  have 
returned  from  their  holiday  at  Durban  and 
East  London. 

Bro.  and  Sister  Tom  Hancock,  Melvy, 
Winsome  and  Neal  paid  us  a  flying  visit. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  Tommy  and 
Olive  Jubber  back  from  East  London. 
Tommy  is  working  in  Johannesburg  but 
they  are  staying  in  Springs.  Thursday 
evening,  April  10th,  Bamah  Branch  held  a 
home  coming  social  in  the  Kensington  Hall. 
Pioneer  costumes  were  worn,  a  fine  supper 
typical  of  the  pioneer  menus  was  served.  A 
floor  show  and  dancing  completed  a  very 
fine  evening  of  entertainment.  A  Centen- 
nial atmosphere  prevailed  during  the 
evening.  On  the  return  journey  President 
and  Sister  Sharp  and  Alan  visited  Sister 
Greenberg  and  family  at  Ladybrand,  Tver 
Gilmour  and  family  at  Maseru,  Sister 
Grotique  and  her  daughter  Maude,  and 
Sister  Fouche,  of  Kimberley,  and  the  Clark 
family,  of  Jagersfontein.  Tuesday  evening, 
April  15th,  meetings  were  held  with  the 
Saints  in  Bloemfontein. 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Dan  Cherrett,  President. 

14,  Serpentine  Road,  Pinelands. 


.  On  March  30th,  Leslie  Louw,  baby  son 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Dirk  Louw,  of 
Epping  Garden  Branch,  was  blessed  by 
Bro.  Daniel  Cherret„t  in  the  home  of  the 
Louw  family. 

On  the  13th  of  April  the  District  Presi- 
dency, together  with  Sisters  Theo  Cherrett, 
Felicia  Fourie  and  Anita  Kehl,  visited  the 
Epping  Garden  Sunday  School.  A  nice 
group  was  in  attendance. 

The  evening  service  was  held  in  the 
home  of  Bro.  and  Sister  Adolf  Herbst  in 
Paarl.  Mr.  and  Sister  Rosa  Lotter 
attended  along  with  other  members  of  Mr. 
Lotter 's  family.  Everyone  enjoyed  the 
inspirational  testimony  meeting  that  fol- 
lowed. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH. 

Alvin  Park,  President, 
Forest  Road,  Rondebosch. 

Elders  William  I.  Poulter,  Dean  T.  Berlin, 
"  Cumorah,"  Main  Road,  Mowbray. 

On  28th  and  29th  of  March  a  comedy 
three  act  play,  "  A  case  of  Springtime 
was  held  in  the  Cumorah  Recreation  Hall; 
it  was  a  wonderful  success  and  we  con- 
gratulate the  producer,  Sister  Helen  Sharp, 
and  all  fifteen  members  of  the  cast  for  their 
superb  performance. 

We  were  happy  to  welcome  Thelma  and 
Norma  Ninow  and  George  Ganter  who  were 
spending  a  vacation  in  the  Cape  during  the 
past  month,  and  hope  that  they  enjoyed 
their  stay.  Bro.  Sam  Rayner  also  gave  us 
a  pleasant  surprise  when  he  "  popped  "'in 
for  a  few  days.  We  were  very  sorry  to 
learn  that  on  being  released  from  the  armed 
forces  he  intends  settling  down  in  Bloem- 
fontein where  he  has  accepted  an  appoint- 
ment. Our  loss  will  be  Bloemfontein 's 
gain  and  we  wish  him  every  success. 

We  had  the  privilege  of  blessing  David 
William  Leonard  Taylor,  the  son  and  heir 
of  Mr.  and  Sister  Eric  Taylor  on  the  30th 
March.  The  proud  grandparents  with 
beaming  faces  were  in  attendance. 

The  badminton  season  has  started  and 
Cumorahites  are  putting  in  some  very  good 
practice  getting  ready  for  competitive  games 
in  the  Western  Province  League.  Why 
don't  you  join? 

There  was  a  large  attendance  present  at 
the  special  services  on  Sunday,  the  6th  of 
(Continued  on  page  56.) 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and     Concert    Recitations    for 

June,  1947 

SACRAMENT  GEM. 

In  memory  of  the  broken  flesh, 
We  eat  the  broken  bread, 
And  witness  with  a  cup  afresh 
Our  faith  in   Christ,   our  Head. 

GOSPEL   DOCTRINE. 

Behold,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  for  this 
cause  I  have  sent  you,  that  you  might  be 
obedient,  and  that  you  hearts  might  be  pre- 
pared to  bear  testimony  of  the  things  which 
are  to  come.       D.  and  C.  58:6. 

GOSPEL  MESSACE. 

And  you  must  preach  unto  the  world, 
saying:  You  must  repent  and  be  baptized, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ;  For  all  men 
must  repent  and  be  baptized,  and  not  only 
men,  but  women,  and  children. who  have 
arrived  at  the  years  of  accountability. 

D.  and  C.  18:41-42. 

SENIORS. 

Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  unto  you;  seek, 
and  ye  shall  find;  knock,  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you.  For  every  one  that 
asketh,  receiveth ;  and  he  that  seeketh, 
findeth;  and  to  him  that  knocketh,  it  shall 
be  opened.       3  Nephi,  14:7,  8. 

JUNIORS. 

Therefore,  let  your  light  so  shine  before 
this  people,  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works  and  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in 
heaven.       3  Nephi  12:16. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

For  I  say  unto  you  that  whatsoever  is 
good  cometh  from  God,  and  whatsoever  is 
evil  cometh  from  the  devil.     Alma  5:40. 

PRIMARY. 

Therefore,  ye  must  always  pray  unto  the 
Father  in  my  (Christ's)  name. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

Gracious  Father  in  Heaven  above, 
May  we  all  abide  in  love, 
Walk  in  light  and  truth  and  faith, 
All  thy  doctrines  to  obey. 


RELIEF   SOCIETY   CORNER 

IDA  G.  SHARP 

AMERICAN  CHEESE  SALAD. 
2    packages    Jemon    or    cherry    JelJo    or 

Jelly. 
2  cups  boiling  water. 
1  cup  cold  water. 
Pour  the  boiling  water  over  the  powder 
and    stir    until    dissolved.       Then    add    the 
cold  water  and  set  aside. 

Now  take  \\  cups  sugar,'  juice  of  halt  a 
lemon,  2  cups  cooked  pineapple  cut  very 
fine  and  1  cup  pineapple  juice.  Boil  this 
mixture  slowly  for  10  minutes  stirring 
while  boiling  and  add  to  the  Jello  or  Jelly 
mixture.  Put  away  to  conjeal.  When 
ready  to  serve  add  1  pint  of  cream  whipped 
and  2  cups  of  grated  cheese.  Stir  into 
the  Jello  mixture. 

This  amount  serves  fourteen  people. 

Serve  on  lettuce  leaf  or  shredded  lettuce 
and  top  with  salad  dressing. 

District    Highlights — From  page  55. 
April,     commemorating     Easter     and     the 
Organization  of  the  Church.  The  choir 

really  did  justice  to  the  three  numbers  ren- 
dered under  the  conductorship  of  Sister 
Violet  Taylor. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  the  return  of 
our  Mission  President  and  Sister  Sharp  as 
well  as  Alan,  during  this  month  and  hope 
that  they  are  enjoying  their  tour  of  the 
Mission. 

Bro.  Gerald  Gilberson  has  been  in  hospi- 
tal but  is  back  with  us  again.  Sister  Vera 
Gray,  although  still  at  Wynberg  Hospital, 
is  looking  very  bright  and  happy. 

"  Fireside  Chats  "  sponsored  by  the 
M.I. A.  are  held  in  the  homes  of  the  Saints 
every  Sunday  evening  after  service.  Dis- 
cussions on  Gospel  Topics.  Literature, 
Music  and  the  like,  are  enjoyed  by  those 
who  attend. 

A  group  of  Mutual  members  went  moun- 
taineering on  Easter  Monday  and  from  all 
reports  had  a  very  good  time.  They  ended 
off  the  day  rollicking  on  the  beach  at 
Camps  Bay. 

Sister  "  Beattie  "  Gilberson  was  married 
to  Mr.  Basil  Grenville  Barnes  on  the  12th 
of  April  and  we  wish  them  every  success  in 
their  married  life. 
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Prepared  under  the  direction  of  the 

Council  of 
I  F  a  mail  is  wise,  and  has  understanding, 
■      he  will  magnify  his  priesthood  and  be 
kept  in  the  way  of  life. 

Let  thine  heart  retain  my  words : 
Keep  my  commandments,  and  live.  Get 
wisdom,  get  understanding :  forget  it  not ; 
neither  decline  from  the  words  of  my 
mouth.  Forsake  her  not,  and  she  shall 
preserve  thee  :  love  her,  and  she  shall  keep 
thee.  Wisdom  is  the  principal  thing;  there- 
fore get  wisdom :  and  with  all  thy  getting 
get  understanding."  Proverbs  4:4-7.)  Such 
was  the  council  of  a  wise  father  to  his  son. 

Sometimes  brethren  ordained  to  the  Holy 
Priesthood  foolishly  disregard  the  command- 
ments of  the  Lord,  and  appear  unmindful 
of  their  obligations  as  men  bearing  the 
Priesthood  of  God.  Such  are  hardly  in 
a  position  to  obtain  wisdom  or  understand- 
ing pertaining  to  the. things  of  eternal  life, 
and  are  in  danger  of  not  being  preserved. 

The  brother  who  seeks  wisdom  shall  find 
wisdom  and  get  understanding.  The  Holy 
Ghost,  which  is  the  great  teacher,  shall  be 
his  constant  companion,  and  the  "  doc- 
trines of  the  Priesthood  shall  distill  upon 
his  soul  as  the  dews  from  heaven,"  and  he 
shall  "  walk  in  the  light  "  and  find  "  the 
more  abundant  life  "  in  true  fellowship  of 
righteous  men. 

The  genius  of  the  gospel  and  of  the  priest- 
hood, is  unselfishness — "  losing  one's  self 
in  the  service  of  others."  The  talents  with 
which  the  Lord  has  blessed  men,  must  be 


General  Priesthood  Committee  of  the 
the  Twelve. 

employed  to  bless  others,  else  we  are  in 
danger  of  losing  them.  As  we  use  that 
which  the  Lord  has  put  in  our  possession 
to  bless  others,  we  increase  our  own  store, 
and  are  ourselves  more  richly  blessed. 

If  you  find  a  man  who  is  unhappy  in  the 
church  you  may  know  that  man  is  not  per- 
forming his  duty  therein.  When  you  find 
a  brother  who  takes  joy  in  his  priesthood, 
you  may  know  that  he  is  using  it  to  bless 
and  serve  others.  This  would  mean  that 
if  presidents  of  quorums  would  find  some- 
thing constructive  for  brethren  to  do  they 
would  automatically  solve  many  problems 
which  confront  them  in  quorum  super- 
vision. The  surest  way  to  help  a  brother 
find  himself,  and  to  gain  a  new  appreciation 
for  his  membership  in  the  quorum  is  to  get 
him  to  do  something  for  the  quorum.  True 
happiness  and  contentment  are  predicated 
upon  the  immutable  law  of  service. 

All  ordained  to  the  Holy  Pristhood  were 
so  ordained  to  assist  the  Lord  in  "  bringing 
to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of 
men,"  and  all  requirements  of  the  gospel 
are  directed  to  this  end.  Men,  therefore 
responding  to  the  call  to  service  are  "  lay- 
ing up  in  store  that  they  perish  not,  but 
bring  salvation  to  their  souls,"  while  they 
who  do  not  respond  to  the  call  of  service 
stand  in  danger  of  losing  their  priesthood, 
and  forfeiting  their  otherwise  promised 
blessings  in  the  Kingdom  of  our  Father. 

— From  The  Descret  News. 


Gospel  Teaching  in  Home,  a  Priesthood  Respon- 
sibility  From  page  53. 

tivities  provided  in  the  home. 

Important  to  the  achievement  of  all 
these  are  planning,  organization,  and  wise 
budgeting  of  both  time  and  means.  There 
will  be  an  orderly,  well  kept  home,  and 
there  will  be  time  allotted  for  each  im- 
portant matter  in  its  turn. 

The  Latter-day  Saint  home  that  is 
managed  as  it  should  be  will  have  an  at- 
mosphere and,  spirit  about  it  that  will 
attract  many  to  it.  It  will  be  a  natural 
place  for  young  people  to  assemble.  There 
will   be  no  place   they   ivould  rather  be, 


and  no  better  place  for  them  to  go.       The 

door  ivill  at  all  times   be   open  to  them 

and  to  their  friends. 

It  will  be  found  better  policy  to  replace 
worn-out  rugs,  furniture,  and  home  acces- 
sories through  their  having  been  well  used, 
thaa  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  repairing 
and  reclaiming  the  souls  of  our  young  people 
who  have  become  estranged  from  the  home 
because  the  setting  and  environment  were 
not  conducive  to  their  best  interests  and 
pleasure. 

When  the  true  art  of  living  is  learned  in 
the  home;  when  the  Holy  Priesthood  func- 
(Continued  on  page  58.) 


58 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


-May.    I!)  1 7. 


Shall  We  Play  On  the  Sabbath? 


FROM  time  fed  time,  young  people  raise 
questions  about  various  forms  of 
recreation  on  the  Sabbath  day.  They  ask, 
'  Is  it  right  to  go  to  the  beach  on  Sunday? 
Is  it  right  to  play  games  on  Sunday ?  Is  it 
right  to  go  skiing  on  Sunday?  What  can 
we  do  on  the  Sabbath  day?  " 

Some  take  the  position  that  if  they  go 
to  church  for  one  service  in  the  morning 
they  are  free  for  the  rest  of  the  day  and 
can  do  almost  anything  they  like,  just  so 
they  do  not  work.  Others  say,  "  If  we 
go  to  Sunday  School  and  priesthood  meet- 
ing in  the  morning,  and  go  to  sacrament 
meeting  at  night,  why  shouldn't  we  go  out 
to  the  beach  in  the  afternoon?  We  will 
just  have  an  innocent  good  time  and  come 
home  and  go  to  Church.  Can  there  be  any- 
thing wrong  with  that?  " 

Has  the  Lord  at  any  time  said  anything 
/  about  pleasure  seeking  on  the  Sabbath  day, 
and  if  so  did  he  approve  or  condone  it? 
This  was  a  topic  in  the  days  of  Isaiah.  In 
the  58th  chapter  of  his  book,  beginning 
with  the  13th  verse  we  read  :  "  If  thou  turn 
away  thy  foot  from  the  Sabbath,  from  do- 
ing thy  pleasure  on  my  holy  day  and  call 
the  Sabbath  a  delight,  the  holy  of  the  Lord, 
honourable ;  and  shall  honour  him,  not 
doing  thine  own  ways  nor  finding  thine  own 
pleasure  nor  speaking  thine  own  words, 
then  shalt  thou  delight  thyself  in  the  Lord 
and  I  will  cause  thee  to  ride  upon  the  high 
places  of  the  earth  and  feed  thee  with  the 
heritage  of  Jacob,  thy  father,  for  the  mouth 
of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it." 

Here  the  prophet  specifically  says  that 
if  we  refrain  from  seeking  pleasure  on  the 
Sabbath  and  if  we  will  honuor  him,  we 
shall  be  blessed. 

When  the  Lord  gave  us  the  Sabbath,  he 
specifically  said  he  blessed  and  hallowed  it. 
It  was  a  sacred  day  and  we  are  expected  to 
regard  it  as  such.  What  are  we  to  do  tfien 
on  the  Sabbath?  We  are  to  do  things 
which  are  in  keeping  with  sacred  purposes. 
Most  people  will  be  glad  to  admit  that 
when  we  are  enjoying  recreation  we  have 
in  mind  recreation  and  not  woiship.  It  is 
stretching  the  point  to  insist  that  when  we 
are  out  in  the  great  outdoors,  in  the  temple 
of  God,  we  are  truly  worshipping  him.  If 
we  are  out  skiing  on  Sunday  we  are  think- 


ing   of    skiing.  Jt'     we     arc     attending     a. 

basketball  or  football  game  we  are  1 1nur- 
ing of  that  game.  We  can  hardly  sup- 
pose that  the  Lord  will  be  content  for  us 
1o  hallow  only  a  part  of  his  sacred  day.  It 
requires  considerable  imagination  to  say 
that  we  hallow  the,  Sabbath  by  playing 
basketball  or  going  skiing  or  otherwise  en- 
joying recreation  on  that  day. 

Brigham  Young  at  one  time  said  : 
"Now  remember,  ■  my  brethren,  those 
who  go  skating,  buggy  riding  or  on  excur- 
sions on  the  Sabbath  day— and  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  this  practised — are  weak  in 
the  faith.  Gradually,  little  by  little,  the 
spirit  of  their  religion  leaks  out  of  their 
hearts  and  their  affections,  and  by  and  by 
they  begin  to  see  faults  in  their  brethren, 
faults  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Church,  faults 
in  the  organizations,  and  at  last  they  leave 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  go  to  destruction. 
I  really  wish  you  would  remember  this  and 
tell  it  to  your  neighbours.  The  Lord  has 
directed  his  people  to  rest  one  seventh  part 
of  the  time  and  we  take  the  first  day  of  the 
week  and  call  it  our  Sabbath.  This  is  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  the  Christians.  We 
should  observe  this  for  our  own  temporal 
good  and  spiritual  welfare.  Six  days  are 
enough  for  us  to  work  and  if  we  wish  to 
play,  play  within  the  six  days;  if  we  wish 
to  go  on  excursions,  take  one  of  these  six 
days,  but  on  the  seventh  day,  come  to  the 
place  of  worship,  attend  to  the  sacrament, 
confess  your  faults  one  to  .another  and  to 
our  God,  and  pay  attention  to  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  house  of  God." 

— -Trout  The  Deseret  News. 

Gospel  Teaching  in  Home  a  Priesthood  Respon- 
sibility.— From  page  57. 
tions  therein  as  it  should,  unity,  under- 
standing, and  love  reign  supreme,  and  there 
is  no  place  more  hallowed  nor  lovely  to  be. 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  be  found  there 
to  warm  the  hearts  of  all  who  enter  the 
portals  of  home.  The  fruits  of  true  re- 
ligion are  manifest,  and  the  home  fires  glow 
warm  and  bright  as  a  haven  from  the  cares 
and  strife  of  the  outside  world.  Blessed 
is  the  home  where,  the  Priesthood  governs 
in  wisdom  and  righteousness,  then,  "  be  it 
ever  so  humble  there  is  no  place  like  home. 
From  The  Deseret  News* 
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The  Spoken  Word  from  Temple  Square 


By  RICHARD 
L  EVANS 


PRIVILEGE  OF  REPENTANCE. 

WE  frequently  hear  people  speak  of 
making  good  resolutions,  but  not  so 
frequently  do  we  hear  them  speak  of  re- 
penting. And  yet,  is  not  the  sincere 
resolve  to  do  better  in  the  future,  like  unto 
repenting  of  the  past?  There  are  many 
kinds  of  repentance  and  many  things  to 
repent  of,  both  in  moral  and  material  mat- 
ters. There  is  repentance  for  doing  things 
in  old  and  inefficient  ways,  repentance  from 
holding  tenaciously  to  outmoded  methods, 
not  because  they  are  good,  but  because  they 
are  habitual.  There  could  well  be,   for 

example,  repentance  by  the  man  who  has 
ploughed  and  planted  wastefully  and  per- 
sistently, year  after  year,  while  ignoring  all 
the  knowledge  that  could  help  him  make 
better  use  of  his  land.  There  could  be 
repentance  for  perpetuating  old  fallacies, 
repentance  for  careless  and  inaccurate 
thinking,  repentance  for  letting  others  do 
too  much  of  our  thinking,  repentance  for 
living  beyond  our  means,  repentance  for 
blind  prejudice.  And  always,  of  course, 
there  may  be  need  of  repentance  from  evil 
speaking,  evil  thinking,  and  from  other -fre- 
quently mentioned  moral  offences.  In  addi- 
tion to  perverse  appetites,  one  of  the  things 
that  most  frequently  gets  in  the  way  of 
repentance  is  false  pride,  which  is  one  of 
the  costliest  things  in  the  world.  Often  it 
would  seem  to  be  even  more  difficult  to 
admit  an  error  than  it  is  to  correct  one. 
When  once  we  have  set  out  on  a  wrong 
road,  it  isn't  always  easy  to  make  the 
decision  to  turn  around  and  begin  over 
again.  But  neither  pride  nor  stubborn-, 
ness  nor  vanity  should  prevent  ow  making 
amends  for  whatever  has  been  done  that 
should  not  have  been  done.  And  we 
should  ever  be  grateful  for  the  privilege  of 
repentance,  for  if  there  were  no  possibility 
of  repentance  or  forgiveness,  life  would  hold 
little  hope  for  any  of  us.  But  if  we  can 
face  the  future  with  an  earnest  effort  to 
profit  by  the  mistakes  of  the  past,  and  with 
an  honest  determination  not  to  repeat 
them,  we  can  give  meaning  and  purpose  to 
things  to  come.  Call  it  repentance,  call  it 
good  resolutions,  call  it  what  vou  will,  we 


have  cause   to  be  exceedingly  grateful  for 
the  privilege  of  repentance. 

THE  GIFT  OF  CURIOSITY. 

A  CHARACTERISTIC  common  to  hu- 
mankind is  a  compelling  curiosity, 
for  which  we  may  well  be  grateful.  Of 
course,  like  all  other  attributes,  curiosity 
'may  become  excessive  or  perverted.  But 
a  wholesome  curiosity  moves  us  to  learning 
and  impels  us  to  progress.  Indeed,  when 
eagerness  for  learning  leaves,  it  is  evidence 
of  a  lagging  interest  in  life.  Curiosity  is 
especially  acute  in  children  and  may  be- 
come exasperating  to  puzzled  parents  be- 
cause there  are  some  questions  which  we 
may  not  be  prepared  to  satisfy  with  readily 
available  answers.  Indeed,  there  are  some 
questions  for  which  we  have  no  readily 
available  answers  to  satisfy  even  those  who 
hold  themselves  to  be  much  wiser  than 
children.  And  often  even  the  answers  we 
know  to  be  true  are  exceedingly  difficult  to 
tell  in  terms  of  childhood.  If  too  many 
of  the  vital  questions  of  children  remain  un- 
satisfied, we  may  leave  them  without  sus- 
tenance on  which  to  grow.  But  if  our 
answers  are  beyond  their  years  and  beyond 
their  preparedness  to  receive  them,  we  may 
also  do  much  damage.  We  do  not  feed 
coarse  fare  to  tender  foals.  And  so,  with 
faith  and  conviction,  trusting  to  motheriy 
instinct  and  paternal  good  sense,  we  must 
always  earnestly  endeavour  to  satisfy  the 
wholesome  hunger  for  knowledge.  And 
children  and  youth,  for  their  part,  must 
learn  to  accept  some  things  on  the  word 
and  the  wisdom  of  their  parents,  until  more 
knowledge,  more  light,  more  maturity, 
more  truth  shall  confirm  the  facts — even  as 
we,  all  of  us.  as  children  of  God,  our  Father 
in  heaven,  learn  to  accept  some  partial 
answers  with  the  promise  of  repletion  to 
come.  We  must  learn  to  live  with  this 
compelling  curiosity  of  youth,  and  lead 
them  step  by  step — not  faster  than  their 
years,  nor  yet  so  slowly  that  they  will  seek 
satisfaction  elsewhere.  Thank  God  for  the 
great  gift  of  a  wholesome,  curiosity  and  for 
the  promise  of  an  ever-unfolding  eternal 
truth,  which  will  one  day  bring  to  all  of  us 
the  answers  we  so  much  seek. 
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GOD  AND  UNANSWERED  QUESTIONS. 

THERE  are  those  who  disavow  belief  in 
'       God,   because  the  world  in  which  he 
is  omnipotent  does  not  always  seem  to  us 
to  be  managed  as  well  as  it  might,  and  be- 
cause the  children  of  whom  he  is  the  Father 
have  so  frequently  miconducted  themselves. 
No  doubt  many  who  take  this  position  are 
earnestly  sincere.       They  ask  questions  for 
which    they    find    no    answers,    and    they 
choose  therefore  to   assume  that  the  only 
One  who  could  answer  them  does  not  exist. 
They  ask  (as  all  of  us  do) :    Why  did  this 
or  that  have  to  happen?       Why  does  God 
permit  war?      Why  does  he  permit  men  to 
do  evil?      Why  does  a  just  man  meet  mis- 
fortune,   while    an    unjust    man    seemingly 
prospers?    Why  did  we  fail  to  find  the  hap- 
piness we  were  looking  for  or  the  blessing 
we    were    praying    for?      To    satisfy    such 
queries  is  not   easy,    but   perhaps   we   can 
suggest  a  possible  approach  with  a  few  fur- 
ther   questions :     ' '  Are    our    own    children 
always  obedient  to  our  wishes?         Do  we 
always  physically  force  them  to  do  what  we 
know  they  ought  -to  do  ?       Or  do  we  allow 
them    some    freedom,    and    in    using    their 
freedom  do  they  sometimes  get  into  trouble  ? 
Do  they  ever  quarrel  with  each  other?    Do 
they  ever  accuse  us  of  favouring  one  against 
another?       Do  we  always  give  them  what 
they   ask  for?       Do  our   answers   and   de- 
cisions always  satisfy  them?      You  see,  the 
Lord  God  has  children,  too,  and  has  given 
them  their  freedom,   which  at  times  they 
mismanage,    and    so    the    world    and    men 
have  their  troubles.       It  is  no  doubt  with- 
in their  power  to  force  them — but  to  what 
purpose?         Better  to  teach  them  correct 
principles,    open   their   eyes   to   the   conse- 
quences, and  permit  them  their  choice.     If 
everyone  were  in  a  strait  jacket,,  if  every- 
one  were   pulled   by    puppet    strings,    how 
would  anyone  learn  to  live  ?       Some  ques- 
tions  this   will   satisfy,    some   it   may   not. 
But  despite  all  that  is  beyond  our  present 
power  to  answer,  we  need  have  no  fear  of 
eventual    justice    and    compensation,     and 
eventual  understanding  of  facts,  where  now 
we  must  proceed  on  faith.          We  do  not 
deny  our  parents  because  we  do  not  always 
understand  them.       Let  us  not  deny  God 
because  we  do  not  understand  why  or  hoAv 
the  world  got  this  way. 


OPINIONS  WITHOUT 
RESPONSIBILITY. 
KJ  O  doubt,  there  have  been  times  when 
■    y     ali  of  us  have  speculated  as  to  what 
we  would  do  with  the  world  if  we  were  run- 
ning it.       Not  infrequently  we  hear  people 
who  are  outspoken  on  the  subject  and  who 
confidently  say  :  "If  I  were  running  things, 
I  would  do  it  differently!  '        And  it  often 
happens    that    people    with    least    responsi- 
bility for  a  particular  problem  seem  to  have 
the  greatest  profusion  of  opinions  concern- 
ing it.       A  doctor  with  a  serious  case  on 
his   hands   is   inclined   to   say   little — while 
almost  every  casual  caller  has  a  tried  treat- 
ment to  offer.       And  if  a  man  with  an  ail- 
ment were  to  take  all  the  counsels  of  his 
friends,    he    may    well    be    killed    by    well- 
intentioned  "  cures."       WTith  them  it  may 
be  merely  conversation.       With  him  it  may 
be  his  very  life.       Also  it  has  become  more 
or  less  traditional  that  bachelors  give  excel- 
lent   advice    on    marriage,    and    that    those 
who    have    no    family    responsibility    often 
have  their  favourite  formulas  for  the  rearing 
of  children.       Even  grandparents  are  some- 
times more  confident  as  to  how  to  rear  their 
grandchildren    than    they    were    their    own 
children — perhaps  partly  because  they  have 
had    more    experience    and    partly    because 
they  have  less  responsibility.    And  often  it 
would  seem  that  many  who  are  muddled  by 
minor  problems  can  see  at  a  glance  how  to 
solve  the  world's  major  problems.  Before  a 
man  has  been  invested  with  an  office  or  a 
responsibility,    he   may   confidently   declare 
himself  on  every  issue — but  when  an  actual 
obligatiin  is  his,   when  he  is  charged  with 
the  consequences,  he  learns  to  respect  coun- 
sel   and   caution,    and   he    learns   that    few 
problems  are  as  simple  as  they  seem,  and 
that    few    questions    are    wholly    one-sided. 
And   before   taking   in    too   much   territory, 
even  conversationally,  before  presuming  to 
run  the  affairs  of  others,  we  could  well  be- 
gin  to   demonstrate    the    soundness   of   our 
opinions  and  the  scope  of  our  abilities  by 
running  well  the  things  that  are  ours  to  run 
— including  our  own  families,  and  our  own 
lives.     Opinions  without  responsibility  may 
be  permitted  and  even  welcomed,  but  they 
should  be  looked  upon  with  careful  scrutiny 
— because  what  a  man  says  he  would  do  if 
he  could,  may  be  quite  different  from  what 
he  does  do  when  he  can. 

— From  The  Improvement  Era. 
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